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Conference on Postwar Research I 

I 18 April  1946 

7sc?'e ye.;' p:.  '. ': The. mezting was held i f i  t he  National Academy of Sciences -- National Research 
with D r .  Edward D. Churchill,  Harvard Medical ~'C&&$P2&.1dingy Tashington, D. C. 

---L -L& ~ 

School, EoBton, a s  Chairman. 

Those present were: / 

Aberle, Dr. S. D., National Research Council 
Anderson, D r .  O t i s  L., U. S. Public Health Service 
Eeecher, Dr, Henry K.,  Haward Medical School, Boston 
Bennett, Dr. Geo. E., Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore 
Benson, Col. O t i s  0. Jr.,  Hq. Army A i r  Forces 
Cutler, D r ,  E l l i o t t  C , ,  Harvard Medical School, Boston 
DeEakey, Col. rlichael E., Office of Surgeon General, IT. S. Army 
Dorn, Major Harold F.,Office of t he  Surgeon General, U. S .  Army 
Dowling, Capt. G. B o ,  Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, U. S. Navy 
Dublin, Dr .  Louis I., Metropolitan L i f e  Insurance Co., Rem York 
Dyer, D r .  R. E., Ass't Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health Service 
Felix,  D r .  R, H., U. S. Dublic Health Service 

Gilmore, Capt. F, n., Bureau of Medicine acd Surgery, P. S .  Navy 
Hamilton, Eugene L., Office of t he  Surgeon General, U. S. A r m y  
Heisser, Cu J., S t a t i s t i c i a n ,  Bureaupof Medicine and Surgery, U. S. Navy 
Ivy, D r .  Albert G . , Northwestern Xeiliesf School., 'Chicago .I 
Karsner, D r .  Howard T., Festern Reserve h i i v e r s i t y  School of Medicine, Cleve- 

Kubie, D r .  Lawrence S., New York 
Loeb, D r .  Robert F., Columbia UnLversity College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Long, Dr. Per r in  H., Johns Hopkins University School of Redicine, Baltimore 
Magee, Maj. Gen. James C. ,  National. Research Council 
!Jagnuson, D r ,  ?aul B. Veterans Administration 
Mallory, D r .  Charles R., U. S, Fublic Health Service 
Menninger, Brig, &n, V. C., Office of t b e  Surgeon General, U. S. Army 
Morgan, D r *  Hugh, Vanderbilt University; Xashville, Tennessee 
Ney, D r .  Joseph, National Research Council 
kghtersog ,  D r .  A. 
Omen, D r ,  G. C . ,  Veterans Administration 
Owen, 3r. Ph i l ip  S. ,  National Research Council 
Pepper, D r ,  0. H. F., University of Fenhsylvania School of F'edicine, Fhiladel- 

Powell,-Col. v. H., Army Air Forces 
Simmons, Brig. Gen. 3anes S., Office of t he  Surgeon General, U. S. Army 
SofLel-d, Dr. Harold A , ,  Chicago 
Spurling, Dr. R. Glen, Z ~ u i s v i l l e ,  Kentucky 
S t i l l ,  D r .  J .  T., Veterans Administration. 
Stone, Col. mJ, S., Army A i r  Forces 

,Grow, Maj. Gen, Malcolm C., A i r  Surgeon, Army A i r  Forces 
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walker, D r .  A. M., Veterans Administration 
mare, Capt, R. C., Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, U. S .  Navy 
meed, Dr. Lewis H., Chairman, Division of hkdical Ecienaes, National Research 

-itehorn, D r .  John C., Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Faltimore 
Tin tern i tz ,  D r .  Wilton C., Yale University Cchool of Medicine, New Haven, 

%odhall, Dr. i3arnes, Duke Hospital, Dugham, fjorth Carolina 

D r .  Churckdll czl led t h e  meeting t o  order and'asked D r .  Teed t o  explain i t s  

Council 

Connecticut 

purpose. 

D r .  Teed reviewed b r i e f l y  the  events vhich l ed  t o  the  ca l l i ng  of t h i s  confer- 
e2ce. 
$tetr?s Army, ikj. Gen. Eornan T, Kirk, mho discussed the  organization and mrpose 
of such a conference i n  a l e t t e r  addressed t o  D r .  Frank B. Jewett, President,  
Mational Academy of Sciences, dated 12  March 1946, General Kirk sugzested t h a t  a 
conference be arranged between representat ives  of t he  National ilcademj of Sciences, 
t he  Rational Research Council, and the  Surgeons General of the  I?. S. May, IT. 5. 
Army, and U. S. Public Health Service, and the  Chief Medical Director o f t h e  
Veterans Administration t o  discuss the  des i rab i l - i ty  of and the  means f o r  continuing 
i n t o  t he  postwar period the  organization of wartime a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Katio-a1 
Research Council i n  i t s  r e l a t ion  t o  t h e  Federal medical. services.  One of t he  
spec i f ic  purposes would be a pro jec t  t o  e s t ab l i sh  a long-term follow-up c l i n i c a l  
research program on Army material  described i n  a memorandum by Col. M. E. DeBakey, 
dated 5 !:arch 1946, a copy of whj-ch was inclosed. i n  General Kirk 's  l e t t e r  t o  D r .  
Jewe t t . 

The conference was f i rs t  envisaged by the  Surgeon General of the  United 

A preliminary conference ca l led  st t h e  suggestion of General Kirk was held on 
29 March 194.6. 
immediately t o  continue the  services  of t he  Nat'ional 8esearch Council and t h a t  
plans t o  t h i s  end be formulated. 
conference be ca l led  t o  discuss the  sDecific problem referred t o  i n  Colonel 
DeBakey's memorandum. 

A t  t h a t  meeting it was agreed tha t '  strong e f f o r t s  should be made 

To i n i t i a t e  t he  program it was suaeested t h a t  a 

A s  a result of  the  meeting on 29 niarch 194.6 the  Division of FEedical Sciences 
of the National Research Council ca l led  t h i s  second conference t o  discuss the pro- 
Dosed program of c l i n i c a l  research and long-term medical invest igat ion and follow- 
up s tudies  on c l i n i c a l  materiel  which had accumulzted.in hospi ta l s  of the Armed 
Forces during the  recent 'Par. 
present conference mas t o  explore the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  and the  f e a s i b i l i t y  of the 
program outlined by Colonel DeBakey. 

Dr. 93eed- indic2ted t h a t  the  primary purpose of t he  

The Chairman then asked Colonel DeBakey t o  present the  ramorandm i n  nhich t h i s  
program mas proposed. The following text was read by Colonel DeEakey: 

During the period beginning w i t h  t he  mcbilization o f  the  1. 
Army i n  1940 and continuinq t o  date ,  an enormous amount of material  
o f  great  e l i n i c a l  value has accumulated i n  t h e  records kep t  i n  Army 
hospi ta ls  and dispensaries and i n  medical instal l?Aions of other  
brnnches of t h e  Armed Forces. 
s imilar  amount of materiel  has ever been accumulated, and it i s  
doubtful nhether a similar emount m i l l  ever again be available.  

I t  can f;.,irly be sa id  t h e t  no , 



2.. .Furthermore, t he  r ig id ly .  controlled Army system of  personnel and 
records has made t h i s  matgridl @usually cozplete. 
true of records of pa t i en t s  qho had to 'appear  before boards f o r  dispo- 
s i t i o n  and who , fp r  t h a t  reason 

turned t o  p rac t i ca l  use by the  establishment of a c l i n i c a l  research 
program, including a followy'up 
treatment histozy o f  such disea 
f o r  t he  study. 
incalculable  l o s s  t o  c l i n i c a l  medicine, 2s vel1 a s - t o  the  Armed Forces. 
From t h e  standpoint of mi l i ta ry  medicine, t he  findings would furnish a 
r a t iona l  bas i s  f o r  t he  development of professiofial procedures and opera- 
t i o n a l  po l i c i e s  and would ind ica te  the  wisdom of lnducting men with 
cer ta in  d i s a b i l i t i e s  because f ac tua l  da t a -woad  be 'avai lable  as t o  t h e i r  
usefulness while i n  service and a s  t o  t h e i r  pension r i g h t s  a f t e r  t h e i r  
separation from the  service. 

This i s  par t icu lar ly  

usual ly  studied very intensively.  

, ' 3. It i s  suggested. t h a t  t h i s  icdumulation of material  should be 

tem t o  determine the natural  and post- 
and cbnditions 8s might be selected 

Fai lure  t o  e s t ab l i sh  such a system wofld r e s u l t  i n  an 

4. A recol lec t ion  of t he  mz'nnomer shortages and other d i f f i c u l t i e s  
which frequently occurred i n  World B a r  I1 w i l l  make c l e a r  t he  usefulness 
of  such data,  
proved during the  course of t h a t  war. 
sinus i n  194.4 shomed t h a t  ex i s t ing  po l i c i e s  a s  t o  surg ica l  treatment 
mere wasteful of manpower and t h z t  a change toward a more conservztive 
policy would save over 435,000 man-days per year. 
herniated nucleus pulposus r ad ica l ly  c l t e r ed  the  management of t h a t  con- 
d i t ipn ,  and other  s tud ies  had equally ValuaSfe results. 

The mi l i t a ry  value of follow-up s tudies  was repeatedly 
Follow-up s tudies  on p i lon ida l  

A similar  study on 

. -  
5. Pept ic  ulcer i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n -  of a condition.which has not 

been, but could be, investigated n i t h  value both t o  c l i n i c a l  medicine 
and t o  t h e  establishment of po l i c i e s  i n  the  Armed Forces. 
study of cases iden t i f i ed  i n  mi l i ta ry  personnel aould es tab l i sh  the 
-incidence of the disease i n  ce r t a in  age groups and the, proportion of 
cases which might be expected t o  go on t o  perforat ion,  hemorrhsge, 
c i ca t r i za t ion  and other complications over given per iods of  time. 
nould probably s e t t l e  the disputed question as t o  whether or  not benlgn 
pept ic  u lcers  undergo malignant ckianges. 
the  r e s u l t s  of  vdtrjous forms of treatment i n  respect t o  mortali ty,  mor- 
b id i ty ,  recurGence and long-term d i sab i l i t y .  
depqrting fTom a given base l i3e an3 fo1lo:;led up over long periods of 
t i m e ,  dispassionately and i n  the  absence of spec ia l  pleading, -have never 
been available.  

6. Similar s tudies  could be made of numerous other conditions such 

A follow-up 

It 

It would undoubtedly es tab l i sh  

These and other  data ,  

' b  

as in t e rna l  derangements of the knee, chronic osteomyelit is ,  bone de- 
f ec t  s head i n j u r i e s  , pulmonaq suppuration, bronchiectasis,  foreign 
bodies i n  the lung, per ipheral  vascular insuff ic iency,  malignancies of 
cer ta in  types and i n  ce r t a in  p a r t s  o f  t he  body, and ner ipheral  nerve 
in jur ies .  
follovJ-up s tudies  are beicg conducted i s  per ipheral  nerve in ju r i e s .  
valuable information gathered from the  Peripheral  Nerve Registry estab- 
l ished i n  194.4 emphasizes the  poten t ia l  importance of t he  program pro- 
posed. 
provide an inves t iga t ive  program i n  vhich the  e n t i r e  Dedical profession 
could pa r t i c ipa t e  and from which a l l  would p ro f i t .  

A t  t he  present t i m e  t he  only one of these conditions i n  nhich 
The 

A t  the c l i n i c a l  research l e v e l  it furnishes  an opportunity t o  
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7. In  general, the  fol loning plan might be followed- 

ArW and Vetetahs AdministraLion, 

Researdh Council and asslgned t o  various subcommittees, as was done 
with such success i n  other undertakings i n  Vorld \Tar 11. 
not t h i s  was done, however, a most important considera-tion ~ o u l d  be 
the  appointnent of a, carefu l ly  selected committee t o  i n i t i a t e  the 
pra j e c t  , determine i t s  extent , es tab l i sh  nethods of procedure, and 
exercise a general supervisory f'unction. 

a, The project '  wo&d;preferably be a j o i n t  undertaking of t he  

It could pe?h!ibB de set  hp as a pro jec t  under the  Natiopal b. 

'%ether o r  

C. It could be financed by grants  from t h e  proposed National 
Researcki Foundation, l e g i s l a t i o n  for  which i s  now pending, or  by a 
Federdl' . * '  subsidy, depending upon the  set-up. 

An adequate sample of t he  mass of material  avai lable  i n  'd. 
each category selected fo r  study would be made from t h e  ava i lab le  
material. The records would be photostated and the  original records 
returned t o  storage f o r  use a s  other needs f o r  then arose. 

e. The length of t he  follow-up would be determined upon f o r  
fixed periods of time, and i n  some instances fo r  l i f e ,  according t o  
the  nature of t he  condition t o  be studied. 

f ,  Contacts would immediately be niade with the Datients i n  each 
category through-the Veterans Administration, the  Lrmy, c i v i l i a n  
hospi ta ls ,  soc ia l  agencies, and c i v i l i a n  physicians. The mechanism 
nom e x i s t s  f o r  follow-up s tudies  on pa t i en t s  i n  the  Army hospi ta l  
system o r  returned t o  duty, though it has na t  been fully u t i l i z e d  
f o r  a var ie ty  of reasons and it is  obviously self-limited., 

8. Other d e t a i l s  of  procedure could be worked out by a survey of 
the  problem,and the  formulation of de ta i led  objectives. 
however, t ha t ,  i f  such a pro jec t  i s  i n i t i a t e d ,  there  should be no delay 
i n  s e t t i n g  it i n  motion, while c l i n i c a l  material  t o  be used i n  the  
program i s  s t i l l  readi ly  available.  

It i s  supgested, 

The Chairman then opened the  program fo r  discuesion. 

D r .  Idorgan einphasized i n  h i s  discussion the  immense value o f  such a program 
and referred b r i e f l y  t o  various conditions i n  in t e rna l  medicine which might be 
studied t o  great advantage, He exemplified the  value o f  such s tudies  by referenze 



t o  the cardiovascular follow-up study which had r ecea t ly  been completed.* 

General Menninger s ta ted  t h a t  in. the  f i e l d  of neuropsychiatry there  would be 
He referred b r i e f l y  t o  a number of condi- great  need fo r  s tud ies  of t h i s  nature. 

t ions t h a t  a re  not  well understood, i n  which follow-up s tudies  would be essent ia l .  
The subjects included combat-incurred psychoneuroses, i n  which l i t t l e  i s  known 
concerning the  prognosis; recovered psychotic pa t ien ts ,  i n  order t o  determine 
whether they msintained t h e i r  recovery; normal. men exposed t o  grea t  s t r a i n ;  war 
heroes of whose personal i ty  and cha rec t e r i s t i c s  l i t t l e  i s  known; and individuals 
discharged without honor, o r  dishonorably. General Nenninger considered t h a t  it 
vas of the  utmost importance t o  make s tudies  of this nature  i n  the  f i e l d  of neuro- 
psychiatry. 

General Simon% emphasized t h e  great  importance of s tud ies  i n  t h e  f i e l d - o f  
preventive medicine. ,Re referred t o  some of  t he  conditions i n  ahich s tudies  of 
t h i s  kind would be pa r t i cu la r ly  inportant ,  including infec t ious  hepa t i t i s ,  
coccidioidomycosis, typhoid car r ie f  states, rheurnatic fever,dlp’ntheria, in fec t ious  
encephalit is ,  tuberculosis,  malaria, kala  azar,  schistosomiasis, f i l a r i a s i s ,  amebicE 
dysentery, a typica l  l ichen planus, syphi l is ,  lymphogranuloma venereum, granuloma 
inguinale, and gonorrhea. He s t a t ed  that, i n  general, data  t o  be shown i n  the  dis- 
ease follon-up should include t h e  results of observations t o  determine the  duration 
of l i f e  of individuals with the various conditions, t h e  number and sever i ty  of 
recurrences mhen these f a c t s  mere applicable,  t h e  occurrence of other conditions 
re la ted  e i the r  d i r e c t l y  o r  remotely t o  the  basic  condition, the  types and r e s u l t s  
of therapy, and the  e f f ec t s  of the conditions i n  question upon t h e  individuals’  
general health,  well-being, and a b i l i t y  t o  follow gainful  occupations. 

*Fenny G. K. e t  al. Re-examination of 4,994 men re jec ted  f o r  general military 
{service because of the diagnosis of cardiovascular defects.  
Journal, 1 9 U ,  27: 435-501. 

American Heart 

Hillman, Charles C., e t  a l ,  Studies of blood pressure i n  army of f icers .  J.A.M.A., 
1944, 125: 699-701 

Levy, PLobert L. e t  al .  Report of reexamination o f  4,99L men disqual i f ied f o r  
general mi l i ta ry  service because of t h e  diagnosis of cardiovascular defects. 
J.AeIV1.A. y 13439 122: 937-94.4, 1029-1035. 

Levy, Robert L. e t  a l .  Transient hypertension; its signif icance i n  terms of l a t e r  
development of sustained hypertension and cardiovascular-renal disease. 
J.A.ik7.k. , 1944, 126: 829-833. 

Levy, Robert L. e t  al. Transient hypertension; t he  r e l a t i v e  prognostic importance 
of various sys to l i c  and d- ias tol ic  levels. J.A.M.A., 1345, 128: 1059-1061. 

Levy, Robert L. e t  al. Transient tachycardia. JA.M.A.,  1945, 129: 585-588. 
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Captain D o q u  s t a t ed  t h a t  it &IS imDortant t o  undertake s tudies  of t h i s  
naturz-as soon a s  pract icable  methods could be found f o r  doing so. 
the f i r s t  problem would be t o  ascer ta in  which groEp hzd a paramount i n t e r e s t  i n  
the program; t h a t  i n  t u r n  should .determine mho might be responsible fo r  fXnancing 
the project ,  and f o r  se lec t ing  the  pr incipal  inves t iga tors  as w e l l  as the  other 
personnel. 
which e x i s t s  i n  t h e  nomenclature and f i l i n g  systems among the  several  services.  
There must be developed some uni f ica t ion  of the  various nomenclatures e i the r  by 
unifying the  terminology or  developing a key. 
working with the  records dl1 depend upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of the records them- 
selves  and the  s i ze  of the  project.  

H e  f e l t  t h a t  

One of t he  most d i f f i c u l t  hurdles t o  b e  overcome is the  difference 

The exact method t o  be used i n  

-I General Grow concurred i n  t h e  previous statements a s  t o  the  importance of 
such a program and s ta ted  t h a t  there  were ce r t a in  problems i n  av ia t ion  medicine i n  
which follow-up s tudies  would be pa r t i cu la r ly  valuable. These include otologic 
disturbances caused by noise and barometric changes, the  problem of  3ero-o t i t i s  
media, the  possible  e f f e c t s  of f lying on the  development of urinary ca lcu l i ,  pep- 
t i c  u lcer  and s i n w  diseases. 

D r .  Woodhall emphasized the  v d u e  of follow-up s tudies  i n  neurosurgery. 
b r i e f ly  re fer red  t o  the establishment of the  r e g i s t r y  of peripheral  nerve i n j u r i e s  
i n  November, 194.4, i n  the  Office of The Surgeon Generzl and described i t s  operation. 
He s ta ted  t h a t ,  a t  the  present time, 7,050. cases of  per ipheral  nerve i n j u r y  i n  
1nrhich repa i r  had been done were included i n  t h i s  r e g i s t r y  and t h a t  the  follow-up 
s tudies  already male in.th3.s subject  had provided new information of grea t  value. 

He 

D r .  Mamuson agreed with t h e  previous speakers regarding the  value of t h e  
proposed program and s ta ted  t h a t  the Veterans Adrninistrztion wes ready t o  provide 
funds t o  carry it out and t o  support t he  organization which t h e  Nztional Research 
Council might es tabl ish.  
encountered i n  ident i fying and uti3-ising t h e  records but  said t h a t  he did not feel  
tha t  t h i s  mas a ser ious dz te r ren t  t o  carrying out t h e  program. 

He referred b r i e f l y  t o  c e r t a i n  defects  t h a t  miqht be 

D r .  Cutler believed .t;hz-k t h e r e  was no question about the  des i rEbi l i ty  of t h i s  
progran and said t h a t  the  important consideration WES t h e  development of e f f ec t ive  
means fo r  i t s  implementation. 
the  Veterans Adninistration h o s p i t d  system f o r  specialized s tudies ,  such as  centers  
f o r  neoplasms of the lung, trcmmatic epilepsy, p l a s t l c  surgery, psraplegia,  e tc .  
These centers would be established i n  various p z r t s  of t h e  country so a s  to’provide 
good geographic d i s t r ibu t ion  and would be s ta f fed  with proper personnel. He a l s o  
mentioned the importance of finding out  the  subsequent h i s tory  of individuals  not  
inducted i n t o  the Army because of physical  d i s a b i l i t y  and f e l t  t h a t  such s tudies  
might provide b e t t e r  standards f o r  induction. 

He referred t o  the establishment of large centers  i n  

General Menninger s t a t ed  t h a t  plans had been s e t - u p  f o r  following up individ- 
uals  f irst  c l a s s i f i ed  as &F, and l a t e r ,  because o f ’ t h e  loner  physical standards 
adapted by induction centers,  taken i n t o  t h e  Army.  

Dr. Dyer of the U. 5. Public Health Service strongly emDhasized the value and 
He ytated t h a t  here mas an oppor- import2anae of a follow-up program of t h i s  kind. 

tun i ty  t o  follow a whole generation of men and trace t h e i r  l i f e  h is tory  and t h a t  
such an opportunity was unparalleled. 



--- D r .  Dublin fur ther  emphasized the  inportznce of t h i s  program. 
there m a s  nothing comparable t o  t h i s  opportunity i n  the  e n t i r e  world and t h s t  t o  
miss it mould be u t t e r l y  t rag ic ,  He  s ta ted  t h a t  while insurance companies had been 
able  t o  do some work o f  t h i s  nature, it was indeed small compared t o  what might be 
done with material  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  the A r m y  and the  contr ibut ion t h a t  might be 
derived from long term s t a t i s t i c a l  studies.  
Tar an e f f o r t  was made t o  inaugurate such a program but  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t  proved 
f r u i t l e s s .  
rrork, and sa id  t h a t  i n  the  organiza a broad conception should be maintained. He 
believed t h a t  t h e  organization within the  National Research Council could be used 
most effect ively;  t h a t  while the d e t a i l s  could be worked out la ter ,  it was desirable  
now t o  conceive of t h e  study i q  broad terms. He emphasized, however, t he  v i t a l  need 
t o  have i n  the  center of t h i s  operation highly sk i l l ed  personnel. It i s  a type of  
job which'cannot be done by t h e  ordinary nhysician. 
by one thoroughly t ra ined i n  s t a t i s t i c s  and record-keeping so  t h a t  t he  program can 
be done i n  an orderly fashion. 
and the need f o r  personnel with these specialized s k i l l s .  

He s ta ted  t h a t  

He reca l led  t h a t - a f t e r  the first morld 

He considered it absolutely, e s sen t i a l  t o  organize properly f o r  t h i s  

It should be guided throughout 

He emphasized pa r t i cu la r ly  the  i n i t i a l  organization 

T)r. Loeb a l s o  emphasized the  imnortance of t h i s  program and ca l led  a t ten t ion  
t o  the need for  orderly arrangernent'of t he  records f o r  the  Veterans Administr s t '  ion .  

D r .  Gughterson s t a t ed  t h a t  here was a tremendous opportunity f o r  epidemiologi- 
ca l  siludies i n  the  cancer f i e l d  and for  a study of economic fzc tors  as they inf lu-  
enced the  effect iveness  of diagnosing and t r ea t ing  cancer. He re fer red  t o  speciiil 
s tudies  thd t  might be made, for  example, on tes t icu l -a r  tumors and cancer of the  
lung. 
long-term carcinogenic e f f ec t s ,  as w e l l  a s  i t s  e f f e c t s  on germ plasm. 
follow-up s tudies  could problems of t h i s  kind be properly evaluated. 

He re fer red  t o  fu ture  probl.ems per ta ining t o  the  atomic bomb and i t s  possible 
Only by 

D r .  Pepper re fer red  t o  a "Report of a Survey of Nedical Records Created by 
the Federal Governmenttf prepared by the  National Archives i n  collaboration with the  
Committee on Medical Records of the National Research Council, Januzry l94", which 
surveyed records created within approximately the  mst, 30 years. 
the  conclusions and recommendations of t h i s  report  (pp. 11-12) as  follows: 

Dr .  Pepper read 

"1. 

"2. 

'13. 

'14. 

"5. 

The records which we have considered do not contain material  f o r  
fu ture  research of such qua l i ty  and kind as t o  j u s t i f y  the  
expense of preserving, indexing, and servicing them spec i f i ca l ly  - 
f o r  research use. 

The records are not considered valuable f o r  actuariF.1 resecrch. 

Since t h e  majority of these documents mst be retained f o r  admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  purposes, a records of f ice  should be establ ished under 
the  d i rec t ion  af the  National Archives Establishment, i n  o r  near 
Tashington, f o r ,  the  care  o f  b6ncurrent personal records. 

After the  war emergency, e f f o r t s  should be made t o  standardize 
prac t ices  of medical r e c ~ r d  keeping throughout t he  Government 
services.  

A permanent j o i n t  committee of experts should be formed and 
charged with advising Federal agencies on matters per ta ining t o  
medical record+s.lt 



D r .  PeFpz  f e l t  t h a t  it was desirable  t o  es tab l fsh  the  degree of accuracy of 
records beyond which-they would be considered too  unre l iab le  t o  be of use i n  
research. A s  a special  problem he suggested t h a t  the l i f e  expectancy among indi-  
viduals vifith multiple immunization might well be studied. 

Colonel S t i l l  referred t o  the  report  of the  Survey of Medical Records and the 
cor .c lz ions of t he  repor t  read by D r .  Pepper, s t a t i n g  t h a t  it should be made c l ea r  
t h a t  the records of t he  w a r  jus t  concluded do have a c l i n i c a l  value and t h a t - h e  
persqnally f e l t  t h a t  they a l s o  have research value. He s t a t ed  t h a t  there  mere two 
pr incipal  things t o  be done, hoxever, i n  order t o  u t i l i z e  them effect ively;  f i r s t ,  
the cent ra l iza t ion  of a l l  t he  records, including those of  t h e  Army, Navy, and 
Veterans Rdministration, and, second, some means whereby the  records i n  tke  Veterans 
Administration could be correlated with t h e  records of t he  same individuals  Then 
they mere under Army and Navy control ,  s ince record keeping i n  the  three agencies 
differed. 

Bajor  D s ,  commenting unon the report  read by D r .  Pecuer, s ta ted  t h z t  the  
records Ere as good as the  doctors who make them out and t h a t  these a r e  the  same 
doctors who have made out records i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  The records ' therefore  varied 
i n  adequacy and excellence but,  i n  general, th9y mere ce r t a in ly  no worse than the  
records i n  c i v i l i a n  hospi ta l s  i n  t h i s  country. The use of these records fo r  
research purposes would depend upon t h e  type of research t h a t  might be p1anned;:in 
the  Amy's experience t h e i r  use f o r  follow-up mirposes has shorn t h a t  they a r e  ade- ! 

quate. Thir ty  mill ion records, he said,  mere being t ransferred t o  St. Louis and 
the;J should be f i l e d  by December 1946. 
the Army was pa r t  of the  record. 

The home address of each man when he l e f t  

D r .  Karsner s t a t ed  t h a t  pathologic records of the  Army were-adequate for  
research of t h i s  kind. He referred b r i e f l y  t o  the Committee on Pathology of t he  
National Research Council and i t s  recommendations t o  The Surgeon General and to- the  
general r e g i s t r i e s  of pathology which had been establ ished i n  t h e  Army I r s t i t u t e  of 
Pathology. 
with sk i l led  personnel and f e l t  t h a t  it should play a v i t a l  role i n  t h i s  program. 

D r .  Beecher emphasized the  poten t ia l  value of t h e  p rec l in i ca l  records; he 

He a l s o  mentioned the  plans f o r  s t a f f ing  the  A r m y  I n s t i t u t e  of F a t h o l o a  

f e l t  t h a t  fo r  ce r t a in  purposes they would be most useful ,  

J&. Dublin s t a t ed  t h a t  it was not neCessary t o  think i n  terms of  to ta l - i ty  of 
recorfs,  t ha t  it was qu i t e  conceivable t h a t  a l l  the  records could not be used but 
t h a t  t h i s  would not v i t i a t e  the value of the  type of s tud ies  here considered becavse 
of the  magnitude of the.materia1. 

Dr. S p u r l i .  fu r ther  emphasized the  value of t h i s  program for  neurosurgery and 
c i ted  the following i l l u s t r a t i o n  a s  an example: 
penetrating wound? of t h e  bra in  i n  the  Army, most.have been discharged. 
per cent of these pa t i en t s  have subcl inical  epilepsy and about 20 per  cent manifest 
c l in i ca l  epilepsy: The treatment of epilepsy is s t i l l  i n  a nebulous s t a t e ,  with no 
unanimity of  opinion regarding the  most deslrable  form of therapy; t h i s  i s  a polden 
opportunity f o r  s tudies  on t h e  problem. 
s ta r ted  as  soon as possible and t h a t  it could be bes t  implemented through the  organi- 
zztion of the National Research Council. 

Of some L0,OOO pa t i en t s  with 
About 40 

He f e l t  t h a t  t he  invest igat ion should be 
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D r .  Churchill .pointed out that many of t h e  questions being discussod mere of 
an operationax character and sa id  t h a t  it mas evident t h a t  there  was need of an 
operational agency. 
vhether t he  Rational Eesearch Council might. not be. a good, balanced agency t o  guide 
and d i r ec t  the  sdminis t ra t ive agency. 

He wished t o  br ing up .for discussion t h e  question a s  t o  

k. Magnuso2 s ta ted  t h a t  the  Veterans Administrzt$on.mas prepared t o  supply 
funds t o  permit the  National Research.Counci.1 t o  continue t o  nrovide advice on the  
research projects  which-might be developed. 
first project  with which the  National Research Council should concern i tself  and 
t h a t  plans should be developed t o  set  up the  ways and means t o  implement the 
program. He would,l ike t o  see a c a r e f i l l y  selected committee begin work on t h i s  
problem. 

Me thought t h a t  t h i s  mipht well be the  

C r .  mhitehorn: The study being contemplated wodd provide for psychiatry much 
data unobtainable a t  present. 
mould be of inestimable help t o  the  psych ia t r i s t s  i f  sone evaluation coulc! be ob- 
tained of t he  performance of the units t o  which the  men and o f f i ce r s  under observa- 
t i o n  r e re  attached. 

In  additlon t o  the points .a l ready mentioned, it 

D r .  Kubie s t a t ed  t h a t  good follow-up work.can be done i n  the  face of defective 
records i f  t he  individual  himself i s  avai leble  and can surplement the  omissions. 
He emphasized the  need f o r  close interchange of information among the  various 
Federal medical services,  

D r ,  Ivy s ta ted  t h a t  he mas most enthusiast ic  about t h i s  program. He f e l t  t h a t  
the d i f f i c u l t y  of t he  problem should not de t e r  attempts t o  solve it. 
matter t o  be se t t l ed  i n  the  program was organization. 
existed not only t o  study the  natural  h i s tory  of diseose but also t o  do laboratory 
research w o n  disease. 
Army and the Navy hospi ta l s  but there  i s  need f o r  personnel. 
money was not a ser ious problem; funds could be found i f  t he  medical propram which 
was established mas a good one, and it would be easy t o  obtain funds from Congress 
with a good medical research program, 

The f irst  
H e  stEited t h a t  t he  oprortunity 

Adequate f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  doing such -7orlr e x i s t  i n  both the  
H e  declared t h a t  

D r .  Lone; considered t h a t  t h i s  was an unparalleled opportuni ty- to  study the  
natural  his tory of disease. 

D r ,  Bennett a l s o  enlphasized the  value of t h i s  program and the great  onportunity 
t h a t  existed, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  th,e study8 of orthopedic problems. 
of material  amassed i n  Army and Mary hospi ta ls  provides an excentionzlly Food oppor- 
tun i ty  t o  study these problems. 

The p e a t  wealth 

D r .  Winternitz s ta ted  t h a t  t h l s  Tias the  most i n sp i r a t iona l  meeting he had ever 
attended and cal led a t t en t ion  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  from 10 t o  12  per cent of t h t ;  nopula- 
t ion i n  the United.States and from 10 t o  1 2  per cent of t h e i r  l i f e  expectancy were 
represented i n  t h e  records of t he  Armed Forces d T l n g  the  period of t he  Far. 
f e l t  t h a t  a study o f - t h i s  kind would shov hor7 good and how bad these records m r e ,  
and thz t  from it might come some recommendation f o r  revis ion of t he  record system; 
t h a t  there might a r i s e  from t h i s  study a more e f f ec t lve  p l m  or system for  recording 
good and per t inent  data. O f  pa r t i cu la r  importance, too, was the  poten t ia l  influence 
of a program of t h i s  kind upon medical education, 

He 



D r .  Sofield again emphasized the  value, 5f *he proposed program and i n  discuss- 
ing the  records s ta ted  that i n  h i s  experienhe they were i n  genekab, b e t t e r  than 
some of the  records he had seen i n  some o f  t he  best c;vllian hospi ta ls .  He s ta ted  
tha t  the percentage of  e r ro r  i h  studying recbrdB 65 this kind na tura l ly  depended 
upon the numbers involved and that fo-Z"tttr?ately the  vnst  numbers of cases could 
minimize t h i s  percentage of error ,  He f e l t  t h a t  i n  nost  instances these records 
would be adequate f o r  t he  type of follow-up study suggested. 
ber o f  problems i n  orthopedic surgery i n  which such a program would be extremely 
desirable.  H e  then asked the spec i f ic  questfon: 
the  National Research Council f o r  carrying out t h i s  arogram be welcomed by the 
Armed Forces, t he  Public Health Service, and the  Veterans kdministration?I' 

He re fer red  t o  a num- 

Would a committee formed wider 

In  ansver t o  D r .  Sof ie ld ' s  question, Dr. Magnuson s ta ted  t h a t  he w a s  authorized 
t o  speak f o r  General Hadey i n  t k i s  regard and t h a t  t he  Veterans Administration not 
only Tould welcome t h i s  program but vas very much in te res ted  t h a t  it be done i n  t h i s  
manner . 
--- Colonel DeBakex s ta ted  t h a t  he could speek f o r  General Kfrk i n  t h i s  regard and 

t h a t  it was also General Kirk's  mish t h a t  t h e  program be implemented through the 
Natiocal Research Council. 

Dr. Dye? s ta ted  thzt; while he hcd not discussed t h i s  matter with The Surgeon 
General of t he  linited S ta t e s  Public Hed.th Service, he personally hzd a great  
i n t e r e s t  i n  it; he believed t h a t  The Surgeon General floould continue t o  cooperate 
completely and ef fec t ive ly  n i t h  the Nationel Research Council i n  sarrying out a 
program of t h i s  kind. 

Dr .  Churchill - appointed Dr .  Eorgan, Dr. Karsner, and D r ,  Pepner t o  d r a f t  a 
resolution during t h e  lunch hour, i n  which the  consensus of t he  conference might 
be expressed. 

Immediately a f t e r  the  lunch hour the fallowing resolukion prepared by t h i s  
committee mas read: 

fl'iVHEnEAS during Veorld Far I1 there  has accumulated a wealth of  
medical material  of great  po ten t ia l  s c i e n t i f i c  importance, including 
records and observations on pa t i en t s  and pathological specimens, 
and 

llTHEFEAS the  continuing study of t h i s  material  i s  aossible  i n  
the.Veterans Administration hospi ta l s  as w e l l  as i n  t h e  hospi ta ls  
of the United S t a t e s  Army, the  Uni%ed S ta t e s  NBvy,  and the  United 
S ta tes  Public HeaZth Service, and elsewhere, and 

ltWHEXEAS an unexcelled opportunity thus exists t o  gain from t h i s  
material  information of the utmost value t o  medical science, 

'ITHEREFOR3 t h i s  conference group recommends t o  the National 
Research Council t he  appointment of a committee t o  explore the  most 
e f fec t ive  means by which a medical research program u t i l i z i n g  this 
material  can be car r ied  out, t o  t he  end t h a t  t he  care  of pat ients ,  
the  invest igat ion of disease,  end the  improvement of medical prac t ice  
and education be advanced." 

On a motion presented by Dr. Morgan and seconded by D r .  Karsner, THE RESOLUTION 
WAS UXANIWJUSLY ADCPTED. 

The meeting was adjourned a t  2 p,m, 


